N — for “No one iy coming for yow”’

‘Wiadyslaw Szpilman:
I don't know how to thank you. Captain

‘Wilm Hosenfeld:
Thank God, not me. He wants us to survive. Well, that's
what we have to believe.

~ By The Pianist' - 2002 Movie
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From Love Locks to- Wi Tree ~
Iy U really ‘desperote people’ belierve everytiring? Or we just
try to- do- owr best to- keep HOPE alive ...

I THE PIANIST - 2002

Directed by Roman Polanski

Written by based on - The Pianist by Wiadystaw Szpilman
Starring Adrien Brody, Thomas Kretschmann

Produced by Roman Polanski, Robert Benmussa, Alain Sarde
Distributed by Focus Features
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A great movie (or a great book of course), it surely has significant impact on us.
Through a good film we get inspired, awaken and sometimes it leads us to look
back at our own life to rethink something we thought was right or even question
ourselves.

Without a doubt, The Pianist (2002) is on my list of recommended to see.

In particular, “Szpilman encounter Wilm Hosenfeld” that most memorable
scene. Two tortured souls (oftentimes, there are no winners only victims in war
and each suffering in their own way) meet for the first time and connect through
the magic of music ~~~

A German captain unexpectedly found a degraded Jewish pianist Szpilman,
who was hiding in an abandoned building at the verge of his death when Nazis
invaded the Polish capital during the World War 11.



Profoundly touched by the pain filled but glorious music played by this broken
pianist, it provoked his innate feeling of guilt and sorrow luring inside this once
gentle German officer’s heart...

At the end, this appeared superior and powerful Nazis Captain called on his
courage, risked everything to save the powerless Szpilman’s life, despite the
fact that they were standing in the opposite lines of this horrific war.

| have to admit that it deeply move me, no matter how many times | watch
them. Especially that tear-inducing moment when Hosenfeld spared this
talented pianist life... and Szpilman (Adrien Brody) just broke down and
weeping like an open floodgate without a sign of stopping. Perhaps it was the
overwhelming sense of relief or he was able to hear his heart beep again?

Realised although his flesh clearly had been crushed and diminished by his
horrify ordeal but not his soul. The tremendously pain he had been carrying
around over the course of this unspeakable atrocious war and all his lost.

Oh! It virtually break your heart and you’ll be tempted to run to him instantly
and give him a hug, | bet. If you do not burst into tears along with him in that
scene, waaah... you’re stone (or plastic or a robot?).
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Watching The Pianist, it also reminded me of another great book “The
adventures of Huckleberry Finn” by Mark Twain ~

We all have “righteous” deep inside each of us (I would like to think so!). It is
Important to distinguish between ‘right and wrong’, standing by our conscience
and trust our own judgment. Don’t merely let your surroundings, society or in
some cases the authority tell you what to believe or how to behave.

Be ready to challenge it when in doubt or ask ‘why’ if necessary. In other
words, look out the ‘have to play along it’ trap and ensure that we do not let
others impose their views on us.

In that same way, things we all have in common with those we think who
outwardly appear vastly different from us. Regardless of age, status, ethnicity...
we all have the same needs, the desire to survive and we are all equally
vulnerable.

At the root of it all, we’re fragile beings. We all will at some point be capable of
being good or evil, whether we admit it or not. Realising that will make you
look differently at other people and yourself.

(k&S - fs / Greenwich, London)



Like in these two stories demonstrated: both good and bad human qualities have
been captured in equal measure! I can’t imagine, without enormous good luck
and the kindness of Hosenfeld and Spilman’s non-Jews friends or even some
completely strangers ~ Szpilman himself might not have survived.
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...and | must on no account lose heart, since the Soviet offensive

was expected any day now- ~ The Pianist (Book), page 187

As the story progresses, you find out this is much more than an extraordinary
survival story about the critical of not losing hope and humanity but there are
many more ...

Talking about ‘Hope’, it got me to recall my recent summer trip with my family
in North England ~

Yeah, we often hear Mum (or Dad too) say: Money doesn't grow on trees.
Huh!! Believe it or not, | did come across ‘few’ actually!

While we were crunching through the woodland of Lake District National
Park and spotted a few mysteriously odd looking tree stump, which had been
studded with coins (mostly pennies). We had absolutely zero clue what this
was about at the time and continued to enjoy the breath-taking scenery in
front of us.
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Not until | returned home, somehow possessed by Sherlock Holmes’s spirit and
conducted my own dig. | found out that’s a superstition and traditionally custom
linked with wishes or vice versa (bad luck, it could get rid of an illness as
legend dictates anyone stealing a coin will get the illness of the person who put
it in the trunk, eerie!!),

Similarly, a Love Locks bridge we came upon in Liverpool dock, Liverpool few
days later. Which lovers attach a ‘padlock’ to bridges or monuments to
symbolize their love. Their names are inscribed on the lock and its key is
thrown away to symbolize unbreakable love. Hoping their love would stand
forever!
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Edward: Ivy. You see light, when there is only darkness
~ By The Village* - 2004 Movie

Love Locks or Wish Tree, It led me thinking...
Is it really ‘desperate people’ believe everything? Or we just try to do our best
to keep HOPE alive?

As fascinating as it may seem or just a bit of fun but —

| wonder whether behind the act of cultivating hope or to retain hopeful in itself
Is rather to be something far more than an intention of granted wises and in
hopes that desires will be fulfilled?

We certainly, do not often live in this “hell like” worst case scenario (war, for
example). But we do however, no strange with the feeling of lost, fear or ‘No
one is coming for you’ that depths of despair moment through times. The good,
mundane and bleak. We’ve all been there, haven’t we?

When times you’re find yourself in the wilderness and feeling like you’ve got
nothing left. Perhaps being ‘hopeful’ is needed. It works like fuel, boots us to
stretch ourselves and get out of bed each morning or a bad chapter of life. A
way forward, it prevents us blinded by the current climate or stop them to
overpower us! As a result, we can find a way out instead of simply convinced
ourselves that’s our destiny.

Upon further thought, I wish to believe ‘HOPE’ is the driving force of
humanity. It makes us see beyond and it’s one of the major factors to contribute
in human flourishing and most likely set us apart from the other species.

The world need hope, we need hope... it is necessary!

(BDPH@& summer 2017)

2 THE VILLAGE - 2004

Directed by M. Night Shyamalan

Written by M. Night Shyamalan

Starring Joaquin Phoenix, Bryce Dallas Howard, William Hurt, Sigourney Weaver
Produced by Sam Mercer, Scott Rudin, M. Night Shyamalan

Distributed by Buena Vista Pictures






